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NOTES AND NEWS 



The " appreciation " of Lord Kelvin in Nature of January 2 con- 
cludes with the following statement : " He will be known to future ages, 
possibly even more widely, as a main pioneer and creator in the all- 
embracing science of energy, the greatest physical generalization of the 
last century. He was the first to grasp and insist on the universal dynam- 
ical, even cosmical, importance of the principle of reversible cyclic proc- 
esses, which sprang almost in advance of its time from the genius of 
Carnot. Concurrently with Clausius he soon supplied the necessary log- 
ical adjustment of its thermal application; and by his own work, and his 
collaboration with Joule, he largely constructed the practical essentials 
of the fundamental, because unifying, modern science of thermodynamics. 
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The depth and generality of the conceptions, which pervade his frag- 
mentary and often hurried writings on this subject, have been recognized 
sometimes only after the same ideas have been slowly evolved afresh, and 
acclaimed in their varied applications as advances of the first rank, on 
the part of other investigators. In Lord Kelvin there has passed away 
one of the last commanding figures, perhaps in genius and the variety of 
his activities as great and memorable as any, in the scientific and intel- 
lectual development of the nineteenth century." 

Professor E. B. Titchener, of Cornell University, delivered a course 
of eight lectures at Columbia University, February 17-26, on the ele- 
mentary psychology of feeling and attention. The program was as fol- 
lows: February 17, Sensation and its Attributes; February 18, The 
Criteria of Affection; February 19, Affections as Gefiihlsempfindungen; 
February 20, Wundt's Plural Theory of Affection; February 21, Atten- 
tion as State of Consciousness; February 24, The Laws of Attention; 
February 25, The Laws of Attention, continued; February 26, Affection 
and Attention. Theory. 

The Circolo Maiematico di Palermo has decided to publish the 
writings and correspondence of Paolo Ruffini (1765-1822). Ruffini was 
one of the first, and possibly the very first, to make the demonstration on 
which is founded the modern theory of algebraic equations associated 
with the name of Galois. 

The third international congress of philosophy will be held at Heidel- 
berg September 1-5 of the current year. On the evening of August 31 
there will be a reception. The divisions of the congress are as follows: 
history of philosophy, general philosophy, metaphysics and philosophy of 
nature, psychology, logic and theory of knowledge, ethics, esthetics, philos- 
ophy of religion. 

The efforts of Professors Neuburger and von Toply have been re- 
warded by the foundation of an institute at Vienna for the teaching of 
the history of medicine. The institute will contain a museum for col- 
lections relating to the history of medicine. 

The sixth lecture in the Harvey Society course was given by Pro- 
fessor Joseph Jastrow, of the University of Wisconsin, at the New York 
Academy of Medicine building, on the evening of Saturday, February 8. 
The subject of the lecture was " Subconsciousness." 

Dr. G. M. Stratton, professor of experimental psychology at Johns 
Hopkins University and director of the psychological laboratory, has 
accepted an appointment to the chair of psychology at the University of 
California. 



